“HOLY WATER”

Ih'Iauhthltssel'schamarm*Holy Wa-
ter” is the ultmate T,

When his best friend Kyle, played by Mike

Harthen, finds himself in
a compromising situation
mvolving a unisex bath-
room and a girl with -
dreadlocks at church, he
calls in his friend Aaron
for reinforcements.

Direszel, who wrote
“Holy Water,” said the
story is based very loose-
Iy on true events.

“Tusually &y to (writc)
stories that people can re-
late to” he sad. “T was
at church one Sunday and
I came up on 2 horrible

got him
bad it would be if a hot
girl was outside the bath-
room and blamed it on
him, thus “Holy Water™
was bom.

The story came to life
when Drressel, 21, was
paired with Harthen, 20,
and il Szewski, 21 for
a film class project at
Grand Valley State University in Allendale,
Mich., where the three are students.

Although the oo didn't know each other be-
fore they started on the project, they said it was
a successful grouping. They worked from late

October to mid-December on the film and with
a budget of a whopping $25, “Holy Water”
might be the cheapest film at the festival.

“I had to go to Meijer and buy some gloves
and a plunger;” Harthen said. The other ex-
penses inchuded what appears to be the biggest
water bottle in history and a bathroom sign.

Becausc the film is set in a church, the group
satd mamy viewers have searched for a hidden,
deeper meaning but the basic message is friend-
ship. But the filmmakers say the church setting
just seemed like the most awkward place for
something like this to happen.

Possibly the funniest part of the movie
is Aaron’s cell phone blaring out AC/DC's
“Highway to Hell” in the middle of the ser-
mon. “T just thought, what would be the worst
possible ring to (go) off in church,” Dressel said.

The trio of filmmakers experienced some
technical difficulties during shooting but said
that is just part of the process. “You have to
have a good attitude becanse it's a very stressfl
expericnce,” said Harthen. “T don't know of
any film or video when (things) went right all
the time"”

The three ilmmakers continue to work on
projects while their short makes the film festival
circuit. “T'm very focused on filmmaking,” said
Szewski, “T just love to do it. I put everything
I have into 1"



